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Conversation of Soviet Ambassador Vinogradov vita Ambassador Gavin. tfS# -^ 



Attached is a memorandum of a luncheon conversation between Soviet 
Ambassador VINOGRADOV, the host, and Ambassador Gavin. Other members 
of the two Embassies participated, but the conversation was largely 
between the two Ambassadors . Moat of the conversation f ocussed on 
Berlin, and Vinogradov followed current Soviet emphases: A peace treaty 
this year, separately with the GDR if an agreement with both Germanies 
cannot be obtained; the main danger lies in the ability of the FRG 
under " revanchlsts " like Adenauer and Strauss, to provoke a war. 
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iSaris, July 19, 19 61 



Soviet Side 



Ambassador S. A. Vinogradov 
Minister-Counselor S. 3. Nemchina 
Counselor V. Snegyrev 
First Secretary S. A. Kuznetsov 

American Side 

Ambassador James A. Gavin 
Counselor for Political Affairs Randolph A. Kidder 
First Secretary Thomas B. Larson 
Attache" Jan Libich 



Ambassador Vinogradov was the host at a luncheon on July 13 at the 
Soviet Embassy for Ambassador Gavin. (The most recent such affair was 
Ambassador Houghton's similar luncheon more than a year ago.) From a 
gastronomic point of view, at least, the luncheon offered a fine 
collection of (mostly) Russian dishes. 

Vinogradov initiated a discussion of Berlin in saying that the 
Soviet proposals were not meant to advance any specific Russian interests 
and contained nothing against American interests . The Soviets hoped to 
have a peace treaty signed with both German states by all the powers 
which had been at war with Germany. If this failed they would definitely 
sign a peace treaty this year with the GDR. 

Ambassador Gavin said that the, US was resolute In defending its 
^i 8 ?? 8 *? Pf rlin ' that the USSR could not deprive the US of the exercise 
of its rights, gained in World War II by force of arms against the Germans. 
The US was prepared, If necessary, to go to war to defend its rights, and 
the Russians should not misunderstand this. The Ambassador pointed to his 
irC ;°S ni? n ""V 1 * a* 11 * Problem, recalled the friendly relations 
he had had with certain Russian officers at the end of the war. and the 
hopes they had shared of peaceful, friendly relations. These had been 
disappointed, and the US had been tUsillusioned by Soviet behavior in 
Korea, etc. 

Vinogradov referred to the necessity of bringing to an end the 
temporary arrangements in Berlin put into effect 16 years ago, and said 
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the Soviet £io|«sal was metjLvartied'byj cJJnc^rf cv^i West Germany, riot that 
the USSR va£«a{raH^$.th$ ^e^ral'RfejliblicJ.fcii'the latter vas under 
control of " revanchlst " types like Adenauer and Strauss (whose name he had 
difficulty in recalling) and these night provoke a war. This was the 
basic reason he alleged for the necessity of resolving the Berlin problem. 
Vinogradov became somewhat choleric in talking about the West German 
leaders. He also picked out General Speidel for criticism, implying that 
the Germans would take over in IiATO and use 
USSR. 



for aggression against the 



Ambassador uavin said that it vas necessary to integrate Germany into 
the Western family of nations. He alluded to the sorry experiences of the 
peaceful nations in dealing with Hitler, who fed on his gains and always 

!E?«n T 6 ' Tt Sal ? that Ve WOUld n0t repeat thi3 ^ 3t ^ with the Soviet 
Union. When Ambassador Vinogradov professed peaceful Soviet intentions 
Ambassador Gavin said that the Americans were sure that the Russian people 
nJeSa W ' ^ '^ thSy th ° USht Khru3hehev *" ^nt this dur^hL 

«<* H^^Z C ^ lained ° f WeSt Germn Claims in re « ard to Berlin, and 
said that the West Germans had no rights there. He alluded to the 
(scandalous) fact that German Ambassador Blankenhorn (in Paris) Issued 
invitations for French deputies to visit Berlin, which was completely 
outside his prerogatives. Vinogradov put strong emphasis on the USSR's 
objection to the Federal Government-West Berlin relationship. It was 
pointed out to Vinogradov that the Federal Republic, by agreement with thP 
West Berlin authorities and the Western occup?ing-pove?s?^ar?ie1 £ L 
foreign relations of West Berlin. 

To emphasize his point on the peaceful pursuits of the Soviet people 
and their desire for peaceful competition, Ambassador Vinogradov referred 
to the fact that the next Party Congress— which he would attend— would 
adopt a new program outlining an economic plan for the USSR to cover the 
next 20 years. He said that this contemplated provision of many free 
services to the Soviet population, including lodging. The 20-year plan 
woulfl -suit in the USSR surpassing the US in all fields of production. 
This, course, was not aimed at the US, but mentioned in the context 
of fr liy competition. Ambassador Gavin wished the USSR well and sal. 
that i reased production of consumers goods everywhere would be welcone 
to the US. 

After passing out Cuban cigars, Vinogradov said that he regretted t .a- 
we were so harsh on Castro, that actually Batista was a wicked man. He • ■ ■■■ 
launched into a bitter diatribe about what Batista had done to the Cuban 
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people. Ambaspsficjc Gavlr; inlrfcpV g%idl that Jit. reijpded him of what 
Khrushchev saiH &4out:S£aJLinj*j Virogridevj loakl^aj^Wttle suprised and 
asked the Ambassador if tie "had* hear a "Khrushchev's remarks. When the 
Ambassador said that he had read them in the NEW YORK TIMES Vinogradov 
broke into laughter, slapped him on the thigh, and said, "Well, we all 
have our problems." Vinogradov then said that after attending the Party- 
Congress in October he would come by and tell the Ambassador what had gone 
on. The Ambassador told him that they had better come up with a pretty 
good plan because we are going to give them lots of competition, to which 
Vinogradov said they would. 

Snegyrev, who did most of the interpreting at the luncheon, omitted 
from his translation into Russian several of Ambassador Gavin's remarks, 
including the comparison of the policies of ths USSR with those of Nazi 
Germany and the reference to Khrushchev on war in his lifetime. 



Embassy pouching copies to: Moscow, London, Bonn and Berlin. 
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